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Al-Munkar and Its Implication According to Imam Abu Zur‘ah al-
Razi (d. 264 AH): An Applied Study

Hassan Ibrahim Mostafa Ahmed

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic Studies for
Boys in Aswan, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt

E-mail: hassanmostafa.islam.asw.b@azhar.edu.eg
Research Summary:

This study explores the term "al-Munkar" and its derivatives as used
by Imam Abu Zur‘ah al-Razi, one of the prominent scholars in the field of al-
Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil (criticism and validation of narrators) and Hadith criticism.
The research is based on an applied analysis of his statements found in three
main sources: Kitab al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil by lbn Abi Hatim, Kitab al-‘llal by lbn
Abi Hatim, and Su’alat al-BardhiT li Abi Zur‘ah al-Razi. The aim of the study is
to define the implication of the term "al-Munkar" in Abu Zur‘ah's usage,
specifically whether he applied it to narrators or to Hadith texts. The study
concludes that Abu Zur‘ah did not restrict the use of "al-Munkar" to a single
definition. Rather, its implication varies according to context: he might use it
to refer to a narration that contradicts that of a more reliable narrator, or a
narration uniquely reported by a narrator in a surprising way, or due to
textual weakness, or because of the weakness of the narrator himself. This
reflects the depth of his critical insight and the diversity of his evaluative
tools. This research helps clarify the nuances of Abu Zur‘ah's terminology
regarding nakarah (denial or rejection), and underscores the importance of
returning to the actual applications of early scholars to properly understand
their terminologies.

Keywords: al-Munkar, Abu Zur‘ah al-Razi, Rejected Hadith,
Implication, Singularity, Munkar Hadith.
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