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The Attributes of (Knowledge, Will, Life, and Oneness) according
to Ibn Malka al-Baghdadi
In his book al-Mu‘tabar fi al-Hikma

Presentation and Critique in Light of the Methodology of Ahl al-
Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah

Ameera bint As'ad Al-Shawahinah

Assistant Professor of Islamic Creed and Contemporary
Intellectual Schools of Thought, Department of Islamic Studies —
College of Education — King Saud University

E-mail: Aalshawahena@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study aims to explore Ibn Malka al-Baghdadi’s
conceptions of the divine attributes of Knowledge, Will, Life, and
Oneness as presented in his book al-Mu‘tabar fi al-Hikma. It seeks
to uncover the philosophical and rational foundations upon
which he builds his discussions of these attributes and to clarify
the extent to which his views align with or diverge from the
methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah. The researcher
adopts an analytical and critical methodology. Among the key
findings of the study: Ibn Malka al-Baghdadi is considered one of
the theologians influenced by Peripatetic philosophy, yet he
often leans toward defending Islamic creed, while critically
engaging with some of the assumptions of the philosophers. lbn
Malka affirms that Knowledge is a real, eternal attribute of Allah,
encompassing all things, and distinct from human knowledge —
this view closely aligns with the Sunni position. Regarding the
attribute of Will, Ibn Malka rejects the notion that it is identical
to Knowledge or merely knowledge of what is beneficial; rather,
he regards it as a distinct attribute that determines specification,
which is consistent with the Sunni doctrine.

Keywords: Knowledge, Will, Life, Oneness, lbn Malka al-
Baghdadi, Ahl al-Sunnah wa’l-Jama‘ah.
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Salih al-‘Uthaymin, 1st edition, Riyadh: Dar al-Thuraya for
Publishing and Distribution, 1417 AH.
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e Mawqif lbn Taymiyya min Abi al-Barakat lbn Malka: A
Doctrinal Study, Fahd ibn Karim ibn Muhammad al-Ansari,
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