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The Punishment for Human Organ Theft
Sufanah Mohammed Hussein Al-Jizani

PhD Candidate, College of Shari‘ah, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud
Islamic University.

E-mail: sufanah.aljizani@gmail.com
Abstract:

This research addresses a highly significant and sensitive topic: the
theft of human organs, a contemporary crime that has spread in alarming
ways. It necessitates a clear explanation of its Islamic legal ruling and the
appropriate punishment to protect human dignity and safeguard lives. The
study reviews key previous research on the topic from both jurisprudential
and legal perspectives, while highlighting its own contribution by focusing
specifically on the penal aspect in Islamic jurisprudence and comparing it
with the Saudi legal system. The researcher adopts an inductive, analytical,
and comparative methodology—tracking relevant religious texts, scholarly
opinions, and analyzing them to identify the strongest views. The study
adheres to rigorous documentation from the four main schools of Islamic
law, includes verification of hadiths and narrations, and clarifies unfamiliar
jurisprudential terminology. The structure of the research includes an
introduction and three main chapters: Introduction: Defines the
punishment for organ theft and explains related terminology.Chapter One:
Discusses the methods, causes, forms, consequences, and legal ruling of
organ theft. Chapter Two: Specifies the punishment for this crime and
addresses the issue of whether human organs are considered property in
Islamic law. Chapter Three: Presents real-life examples of organ theft and
details their corresponding punishments.

Key Findings: Human organ theft is unequivocally forbidden in Islamic
law and requires a strong discretionary punishment (ta‘zir). The severity of
the punishment may vary based on the method and harm caused. While
human organs are not traditionally viewed as property, their value is
assessed based on public interest and the extent of harm.

Keywords: Theft, Human Organs, Punishment, Islamic Jurisprudence,

Saudi Law.
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